[The diagnosis and therapy of recurrent tumor of the rectum].
The authors review the pathogenesis of locoregional recurrences of rectal cancer, pointing out clues for the diagnosis and staging of the disease which are valuable for the definition of a treatment strategy. Surgery is the mainstay of any attempt to cure those recurrences that are amenable to radical resection; over and above the diagnostic role of second-look laparotomy in suspected cases, surgery must include those measures able to reduce actinic damage whenever postoperative radiotherapy is required. On the other hand, palliative surgery is necessary to resolve the presence of intestinal obstruction, fistulous tract, or the removal of abscess and necrotic tissue. In these cases, the quality of life seems to be the prime factor in the choice of therapy (radiotherapy, loco-regional or systemic chemotherapy, hyperthermia).